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Japan Eyes

Stardom
in Space

m Prospects of traversing
the heavensleave the-
nation moonsteuck over
the:scientific—and
commercial= possrbilitics;

By KARL-SCHOENBERGER

TIMES STAFF WRUTER

TOKYQ—Wataru Tanaka, a sci-

ence hcuon writer and self-de- .
aerospace exploration-

scribed
commentator,” nearly became the
first. Japanese to venture-into
space. .He hatched ‘an outrageous
plan four years ago:to bring:-home a
surplus. American rocket and blast
- himselfinto orbit.
But Tanaka, :58,. whose -credits

include a book titled “The Taste of

Lettuce KatenIn Space;” gave up

his dream after running into a wall’

-ofred.tape. He counted’ 261aws and
regulations: adipinistered by six
goyvernnient agencies that made his
extraterrestrial-mission: all but im-
possible.

Tanaka’s:countrymen. are-not far’

behind, - though.: After..dccades of
quiet, modest research and. devel-
opment that attracted scant notice
from abroad; Japan's; offlcml—and
unofficial —space “programs -.are
now : reaching - critical: mass. 'The

effort could.open. yet. ‘another field
where Japanese techuological,

prowess translates into an econom~
ic challenge.

Already, Japan ‘ha become the"

thud country, . aftes the " United
States.-and’ the - Soviet *
takearmat the moo waen

On'"Jdi,; 24, & ‘small -scientific
‘research. institite: run’ona shoe-
-steing* budget by the - Educanon
Ministry. launched - Must
lunar - orbiter "that. - if “successtul,

next -month . will:hecome. the first -

object_from’Earth_to‘approach the
moon since:the Soviets sent up an
unmanned probe in-1976..

- And:in ‘a - peculiar;drama that
BIves a-new meaning. to the “'space
race,” Japanese government astro-
nauts and. private” cosmonauts are
competing to see. who: will-be the
first to take a’ Rlsmg bun ‘flagto the
heavens.

Japan's . primary -space- agency.
the National Space Development
Agency or NASDA, is training two
men and-a woman ‘1o Serve as

payload specialists: ‘ot - the --US. -

space: shuttle Atlantis v a. flight
scheduled for June, 1991,

At-the same time; & commercml
telévision netwaork, Tokyo Broad-

casting . System, has: paid & hefty -

sum; veportedly -$10.-mitlion, to
Moscow for the privilege of 'send-

ing one of its journalists aboard the -

Soviel space station Mir in'a mis-
sionthat could come as'early as the
endof this year. - .

NASDA, meanwhile, is jommg

Union, to

‘Hard Test
Lies Ahead
for Cheney

By JOHN M. BRODER
TIMES STAFF WRITER

WASHINGTON—Dur-
ing the tense early hours of
the -failed’ December -coup
-attempt against - Philippine
President Corazon. Aquino;
“a'call came into the Penta-

© gon: that still- grates. on

Defense “Secretary Dick
Cheney.

Rep.. Stephen. J.- Solarz
(D-N.Y.), chairman of the
'House Foreign Affairs sub-

-plane ‘could: fly-him:to Ma-. .
nila so-that he could 'moni- ;
tor: the still-unfolding coup _
and offer the Administra- |-
tion his unsolicited advice.

The request was denied

- because Philippine airfields -
were’ closed. ‘But- it ‘rein-
Please see DEFENSE, A20

Moscow Offer'

‘AllForcesOut of
‘Central Eumpe

By MICHAEL PARKS -
TIMES'STAFE WRITER

MOSCOW—-’I‘he Soviet - Union,
declaring the ‘Cold ‘War. over, on
Sunday statedits readiness -to
withdraw -all -of . its- troops - from -
-Central . Europe, many :of ‘them:
unilaterally, in.an effort:to acceler-

- -ate“the negoliations -now- under

way.-on reducing conventional
forcesin Europe! ‘

In 2 formal govemment state-
ment; the Soviet Union said that it
expects to- conclude: agreements

shortly with Czechoslovakia and ~ ~

- Hungary on- the withdrawal of its

troops from thase countries, thatit -

is:willing to reach a similar agree-
ment with Poland.and that it wants
to.speed . up its pullout:from East
Germany.

‘Moscow, ‘expressing - the hope
that” it could withdraw all of its
555,000
five years, called for the holder
moves at the negotiations in Vien-
na. between the. Narth' Atlantic
‘Treaty Organization and the War-
saw Pact on military cuthacks.

Noting the growing rapproche-

ment: between East and West and

_attempting to speed the pace of
hegotiations to match, the Kremlin
urged other countries “not to miss

. this'historic chance and to supple-

ment political ¢atente by the relax-
ation of tensions in the' military
field.”

In" declaring its readiness to
withdraw all. its forces from Cen-
tral Europe, the Soviet Union again

.committee on Asia, wanted .
© to know if an Air Force -...}. -

troops from Europe. within -

n nisaster Butacold

front is coming that could - |-

push more oil ashore. -

By JIM NEWTON -

and DAN WEIKEL
TIMES STAFE WRITERS -

Blessed with four days of near-‘ o B

perfect weather for cleanup opera-

tions, Coast Guard officials esti- -
mated Sunday that two-thirds of

the crude oil from:a 394,000-gallon
offshore spill' has been recovered

or bhroken up by evapomuon and

ocean currents. .

“From the overall spill, wWe have .

picked up and  confirmed as oil
about 23%.” Petty Officer Dennis

Hall said. “Another 43% of the spill

has cither evaporated or naturally
disintegrated into the waier.”
That leaves.about 131,087 gal-

*._-prophet but as a humble servant of

Ti‘Freed Leader

Special Report:
- Soiled Shores

By SCOTT KRI\FF
TIMES STARF:WRITER
CAPE TOWN, South Africa—

When a biographer of Nelson R, °
. -Mandela offered the African Na-

tional Congress a_look at her new

-book ‘a few months age, rcbel

leader Qliver R. Tambo asked her
to take out the tender lave letters
that Mandela had writien from
prison to his wife, Winnie.

“He thought it wasn't digeified
for-a man of Mandela’s statwre.”

recalled author. Fatima Meer. But

Mandela overruled his former law
partner, telling Meer: “Yonleave it
all in. It's'true, There’s no reason
for us to hide these things.”

‘The ANC has attempted for 27
years ‘1o polish the image eof its
jailed and unscen leader, but that
oxercise - ended for goed Sunday
when the legend, gray-haired apd

“negotiated . settlement “would ‘he -

. ‘Freedom March Irrevers1ble,’
1is Supporters ,

- SOuth Afnca. Freed
black leader declares that
‘factors which necessitated
armed struggle still

exist, . . “Homecoming
marred by police clashes
with rampaging youths.

--By. SCOTT KRAFT

TIMES STAFF WRITER ’

CAPE 'I‘OWN South Airrca——
Marking what- many herald.-as a

' new erain South African polities, a

beaming ‘Nelson - R:-Mandela
walked out of prison.Sunday, hand
in hand with his wife, and told tens

-of thousands’ of supparters. at-a

rally later that “our- march ‘to
freedorn is irreversible.”
“Istand hére before younot asa

you the people,” the 71-year-old
black -nationalist -said, reading his
25-minute - speech slowly 'in’ a
strong,’ resonant voice that: had
‘been silenced since 1964. -

“Your:tireless and heroic sacri-

: fices have’ ‘made it possiblé for me

to be here today. and 1 therefore
place. the remaining years of my
life in your hands,” he added.. -
Mandela sounded -thé: twin
themes of conflict’and negotiation,
‘saying..that . “the -factors which
‘necessilated - the ‘armed - struggle -
still exist-today. We have no option: -
but. to continue.” But he added the
hape that “a climate conducive to 2

‘created soon, so that there may no
longer be the: necd for the armed
struggle.”

And he urged “our white compa-
triots to join us in'the shaping of 2
new South. Africa. The -freedom
movement. 1s a pehucal home for
you; 100,

Mandela’s homecommg rally
was :marred - by. repeated “police
clashes with about 100 youths who -
smashed windows in stores near
the parade’ grounds .outside ‘Cape
‘Town's: City ‘Hall. More than 100

- peaple, many:of them children and

bystanders, were injured when po-
lice ‘opebed - fife . with- shotguns
containing- birdshot. ' Police ‘killed
one young man as he was breaking .
intoastore.” " -

An estimated 50.(!!) htacks and
whites had ' gathered ‘on- a2 hot
Southern Hemisphere summer af-
terncon ‘on the-unshaded parade
grounds to. welcome Mandela, and
as the afterncon dragged on, many
were seen drinking standing water
from the concrete pavement.

Police kept a low prefile until
youths from the rally beégan hreak-
ing into nearby steres. wihich are

femedm&n\days,andsmahng

everything: froie soft drinks o
shoes. ‘Visibly nervous white. offi-
ehmaemnmm: i
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